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Analysis of Anne Marie Schimmel's view
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ABSTRACT:

During 16th century, there were several movements in the subcontinent that spread
mental turmoil and social unrest, the general impression of these movements is that
they created a rift in the religious beliefs of the Muslims of the subcontinent. Under the
influence of Mughal emperor Jalaluddin Akbar, the ground was being paved for
liberalism and atheism. In these circumstances, Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi expressed his
reaction against these movements and ideologies and made efforts on clarifying the
eternity and necessity of Islamic beliefs and the Prophethood of Muhammad (P.B.U.H).
He played an important role in protecting the Muslim government and society from the
negative effects of atheism and liberalism. In the context of these efforts of Sheikh
Ahmad Sirhindi, he is considered a great religious leader and a revivalist. Many
scholars and leaders of the Islamic world highlighted his thoughts and followed his
footsteps for the revival of Islamic values. However, a well-known German Orientalist,
Anne Marie Schimal described Sheikh Ahmed Sirhindi's role as an attempt to achieve
political ambitions. This view of Anne Marie Schmal is very important because in
Islamic history, Sheikh Ahmed Sirhindi is known as a great reformer who played an
everlasting role for the survival of Muslims in the subcontinent. Anne-Marie Schimal
highlighted that Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi, mystical character differs from the historical
and traditional role of Sufis. In the subcontinent, traditional Sufi thought promoted
Hindu-Muslim harmony and social tolerance. Despite religious differences, the Sufis
referred to human social values as introductions where religion was not a reference to
a fundamental identity, while Sheikh Ahmad Sirhindi and his followers referred to
religion as a reference to a national identity and became the basis of bi-national ideology
in India. Therefore, this paper investigates her views, that to what extent it is correct,
because this view of Anne Marie Schimal regarding the efforts of Sheikh Ahmad
Sirhindi may be of concern to many of his devotees and followers.

Keywords: Orientalists, Sufi thoughts, Politics, Subcontinent, Religious Revival.
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Ahmad Sirhind, like many other Nagshbandi leaders certainely had political ambitions,
and this political role of his, which proved important for the development of Indo-
Muslim self-conciousness, has been highlighted during our own century by the
defenders of Two Nation theory; that the Muslims of India form a closed community,
sharply distinguished from the Hindu majority®
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Ahmad Sirhindi was a member of Ngashbandi order, which had developed in Central
Asia and played an important role in Central Asian politics during the fifteenth century;
almost all the scholars and poets connected with the Timurid court of Herat were
associated with the Nagshbandiyya.At the same time, politics in Bukhara and adjacent
areas were largely under the influence of the Nagshbandi master ‘Ubaidullah Ahrar, a
man of great charisma and politlical acumen.®
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Ahmad Sirhindi joined the Nagshbandi order and soon began to preach against the
tendencies of the emporer Akbar, which seemed to many to blur the borders between
Islam and “infidelity”. He would not accept any religious way as valid with the

axception of Islam. His concept was that of a mystically tinged Islam which yet retained
its pristine purity without any admixture of pagan, that in his case, Hindu elements.’
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Ahmad Sirhindi, like many other Nagshbandi leaders certainely had political ambitions,
and this political role of his, which proved important for the development of Indo-
Muslim self-conciousness, has been highlighted during our owm century by the

defenders of Two Nation theory; that the Muslims of India form a closed community,
sharply distinguished from the Hindu majority.®
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The reformer (Ahmad Sirhindi) then developed the theory that a normal be-liever is
called to reconstitute the original menifestataion of Mohammad (PBUH). That means
that believer would make apparent in the world not only the spiritual but also the
political and social aspects of the Prophet,s teaching, and thus give Islam a new luster.®
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This order was extremely successful to play a major role in Central Asian politics during
the seventheenth and early eighteenth centuries.In India, the Nagshbandiyya gained a
firm footing shortly before 1600, i.e, near the end of Akbar’s reign. At that time, Khwaja
Baqgi billah apposed the sweeping religious attitude that prevailed in the circles
surrounding Akbar.°
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It was Baqi billah’s disciple, Ahmad Farugi Sirhindi who was destined to play a major
role in Indian religious and to some extent, political life.!
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It may be true that Sirhindi’s direct influence upon Mughal religious life was not as
strong as his modern adherents claim, but the fact remains that the Nagshbandiyya,
though a mystical order, has always been interested in politics, regarding the education
of the ruling class as absolutely incumbent upon them. We may safely accept the notion
that Ahmad’s successor in the order had a hand in the political development that
followed his death and that this situation continued until about 1740.
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The goals of the new Islamic ideologies were simply defined: the Mughal Empire must
become a Muslim state governed by the precepts of the Sharia for the benefit of the
Indian Muslim community. "
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The dual nature of Indian Islam is clearly manifested in Shah Jahan’s sons, Dara

Shikoh, the maystic, and Aurangzeb, who would be regarded as a fundamentalist today.
Aurangzeb wanted to make India a truly Islamic nation.”

5!;@“‘” Jﬂyv B AO Y T d/_/,./'?ulm‘u?(}ﬂ..{lﬁ:uﬁul;:u;? Uit 22
Blrtt()ps S i e sin F g 3T F 4o¥

£ e3P st e S S P S U 9SS S el s e
S oSS

It will not be an exaggeration to say that Aurangzeb’s state policy was promoted by the
voice of Sirhindi from behind the scene. "

éw%vu:gfwéfé.wfu? e K&/‘dkg%%,’fwuﬁuymc,,!dlw

A S S e s Lwn i L%Jéﬂl.,/*J«l&:2./5/,/”(!5{/773-p1/f/,1/
& o p PSS kg e p P L ot} S F e T S s
75_;4;144‘31"4u:;ufifbg;/f‘;;gr,wﬁv/mQ/,Jllv KJtﬁ'o;ﬂ/wlﬁL"/ﬁéuﬁb«ngLan

( og )
{ 88 )



A KD sl L F (20227 s-§u) 1o cdile | S0

}g”.,{r,f@&mﬂ/rw//ﬁuﬁ’}”@wﬂi e BTG A0 et S F
d}/’//l&d}/.g/vbt'ﬁﬁju’f/@u‘d;/caﬂjb’JJ/IJJ&@JQ?}M{VLJQT(WIéfdi(t{l/?c&l/

1« t=IStanley Lane Pool _w“g,)u‘-{gf/“"wau?“-pfK%JyJ}/,I
One of Aurangzeb’s earliest acts after his accession was to prohibit the Nauroz and
revert to the clumsy lunar reckoning of orthodox Muhammadanism.’”
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His concern for Islamic revivalism and his anti-Hindu sentiments undoubtedly
contributed to the sharpening division between the Islamic community and the Hindu
community in the seventeenth century.®
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