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Khalil al-Rahman Da’ad1’s Notes on Manuscripts
Najam Ul Hassan Khan ® Rafaqat Ali Shahid®

Abstract: Khalil al-Rahman Da’udi (1923-2002) was a versatile personality. Most of
his work is about manuscripts, research and editing. He edited more than twenty 20
classical Urdu books, sixteen of them are published and four are still unpublished. He
was famous for his good knowledge of manuscripts. He wrote notes on more than
three thousand and five hundred manuscripts of different languages like Persian,
Arabic, Urdu and Punjabi. Scholars of literature praised his research on manuscripts.
This article is about the principles of catalogue in practical form and also a review of
some samples notes written by Da’udi. It is also a comparison of Da’di’s cataloging
with other catalogues. No doubt it is an important addition to the chapter of
codicology. This research explores the patterns of memories for the past scholarship
they worked on different manuscripts for literature and languages.

Keywords: Manuscripts, catalogue, codicology, memory, literature.

Summary of the Article

Khalil al-Rahman Da’tadi was born in District Meeruth. His original name was
Khalil al-Rahman. However, after his migration to Pakistan, he added Da’udi to
his name because of his grandfather Maulana Da’ud. He started his early
education at a religious school. After basic education, he passed his B.Sc. in 1947
from Aligarh Muslim University. He migrated to Pakistan in 1948. Here he
worked as a journalist and wrote for many newspapers. His speeches and
features were presented on Radio Pakistan, Lahore from 1951 to 1962. In the
sixties, he joined Majlis-i Traqqi-i Adab (Board for advance literature) Lahore as
classical books’ editor on the behalf of Imtiyaz ‘Ali Taj. During his ten-year job,
he edited more than twenty books. He worked for the advancement of Urdu
literature throughout his life.

His notes on manuscripts are very similar to Ibn Nadim (936-995 AH). Ibn
Nadim’s work was known as al-Fihrist (the Catalogue). This was the only source
of Islamic science and other religions till the fourth century AH. Da’iidi’s notes
are still unpublished but very important sources of ancient texts.
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The editing of classical books is also his important literary work and has literary
worth but his research on manuscripts is most prominent. These notes of Khalil
al-Rahman Da’adi will be edited in more than ten volumes. These notes are more
than a catalogue of any private library and no one else has written in such a large
number but unfortunately, these are still unpublished and possessed by his son
Shaqa’iq al-Nu'man Da’adi. ‘Arif Noshahi has published some notes of Da’udi in
“Fihrist-i Nuskhaha'-i Khagti Pakistan.” Khalill al-Rahman Da’adi not only
researched manuscripts and noted them but also collected old books and rare
manuscripts from different museums, archives, departments, and private
libraries in Pakistan and abroad. This collection was saved with his name in the
National Archive of Pakistan.

Three samples of Da’adi’s notes are edited in this article. With the help of these
notes, it analyses his method of research and the content of a manuscript
catalogue. These samples are as follows: Ramal-i Manziim, Mathnavi Maulavi
Ma'navi, and Ghayat al-Hawashi. In the last, there is also a comparison between
the contents of Da’adi’s notes and other catalogues of manuscripts in Urdu and
English. The content detail of two English catalogues of manuscripts is as under
Catalogue of Arabic and Persian Manuscripts in Salar Jang: 1. Author; 2.
Contents; 3. Beginning; 4. Ending; 5. Description; 6. Remarks; and 7. Bibliography
and Reference while in Descriptive Catalogue of Persian, Urdu and Arabic
Manuscripts in Punjab University Library: 1. Description; 2. Contents; 3. Author;
4. Beginning; and 5. Others.

With the comparison of the above-mentioned catalogues and Da’ad1’s notes, it is
tried to know the similarities and dissimilarities in different catalogues of
manuscripts. Da’adi’s notes are more important than others because Da’udi
worked on a large scale and devoted himself to manuscripts throughout his life.
The catalogue of Khalil al-Rahman Da’adi in the form of notes on manuscripts
has literary worth, because of their significance in the literature because his
manuscriptologists are considered a reliable source of research. Khalil al-Rahman
Da’uadi’s services to manuscripts are multidimensional but his services in the
preservation, research, and cataloguing of manuscripts are prominent. His efforts
in manuscriptology provide guidelines for upcoming research.
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SALAR JANG
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2 CONTENTS
3. BEGNING
4, ENDING
5 DESCRIPTION
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