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Impediments to the Women’s Right to
Inheritance in Sindh, Pakistan

Abdul Hai Madni®

Abstract: Islamic shari’ah has outlined human rights for all individuals; men, women,
adults, and minors. It has placed strong stress on the rights of women ranging from their
right to education to their right to inheritance. However, these rights are violated across the
globe and Pakistan is no exception. Several cases of women’s rights violation have been
discussed and one of the most commonly violated rights is their right to inheritance. Women
are not given their fair share in inheritance although they are entitled to inherit according to
the shari’ah and Pakistani law. This violation has also been observed in the province of Sindh
which consists of 94 tehsils of 23 districts, and 18 towns. This paper discusses women’s
inheritance issues in urban and rural areas of Sindh. There are some local customs which
lead to the deprivation of women from inheritance like “wani, karokari, wattah sattah,
marriage with the Qur’an, court marriage, dowry, etc. A survey questionnaire was
administered in all the districts of rural and urban areas of Sindh which yielded significant
results. According to the findings, only 35% of women inherit their share whereas 30% of
women relinquish their share willingly and 10% of women are unaware of their rights. The
rest of the 25% of women are forced to give up their inheritance. Some recommendations have
been mentioned to eliminate the adverse effects of these customs and raise awareness of
women about their legal rights and the responsibility of the state in this regard.

Kevwords: Shari‘ah. women. inheritance. vani. karokari. Sindh

Summary of the Article

Under Islamic Shari’ah, Women have the right to inherit like men. According to
Pakistani laws, women have a share in inheritance but in some aspects, it differs
from Islamic inheritance law. However, women are denied their right to inherit
due to societal concerns. They seldom get their share in inheritance and the
factors contributing to this deprivation are family, legal complexities, parents,
siblings, and social and cultural barriers.

According to the statistics and some recent research, some women forego their
inheritance to avoid bloodshed and some give up their basic right to inherit at
their parent’s request. Studies also show that many times, brothers do not want
their sisters to have a share in the inheritance which is indicated as one of the
main reasons for the deprivation of inheritance.
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This article mainly focuses on the province of Sindh and studies the prevalent
attitudes towards women’s right to inheritance. In this respect, it also signifies
the obstacles faced by women of Sindh in securing their legal right of inheritance.
They are threatened by their parents and siblings with ending the relationship
permanently if they approach the law to assert their rights. As a result, women
could not do so. Therefore, women often have to relinquish their right to inherit.
It is too complicated to get justice from the courts. It takes a long period and
justice is seldom served. So, women often refrain from litigation and give away
their right to inherit.

This survey highlights that 64% of women in this area reported that women in
their families were given their share from inheritance under the shari‘ah.
According to a survey, 80 % of women consider that women should be given
their share in inheritance but 15 % of them made no comment because they do
not know what to answer. This research quantifies the data of the survey and
presents qualitative results for women'’s rights to inheritance. Depriving any
individual of their basic rights is considered a sin. Islamic shari’ah has outlined
human rights for all individuals, be they men, women, adults, or minors. The
study reveals that women’s inheritance rights are relatively preserved in Sindh
however still there are occasions where females have been denied inheritance
rights owing to societal, cultural and family system constraints.

In this regard, this study recommends that special education about inheritance
should be given to people (male and female) in rural areas. Females in villages
should be facilitated to approach the court for their rights. Special benches for
this issue must be constituted in every court. Laws about inheritance must be
implemented strictly. Violating persons must be punished to eliminate this sin.
Through this research, women’s rights are addressed for the promotion of

women in the Sindh province.
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