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Abstract

By preserving and narrating hadith, a chain of narrators
was started to maintain its authenticity. When the
experts of hadith realized that some unreliable
transmitters might try to fabricate Hadith, this work
started more systematically. Even the chain gradually
attained such importance that every Muhaddith was
concerned much about it. In the second century of Hijra,
when the teaching and learning of hadith became the
standard of honour and great respect, some people
devoted their lives to this work. They travelled to many
countries of theworld and obtained knowledge of
Hadith from prominent scholars of their time. Experts of
Asma-ul-Rijal awarded them the certificate of holding
the highest position of trust and credibility. The chains
having such trustworthy transmitters are considered to
be of higher rank than others. Among such traditions,
there is also one "Malik-an-Nafi'-an-lbn-e-Umar". Due
to the reliability of its narrators, Imam Bukhari and
many other Muhaddithin considered it a “golden chain".
When some of the Orientalists started raising objections
to the Prophetic Hadith, they criticized the narrators of
the Hadith as well. Especially on the narrators who were
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declared trustworthy and reliable by Muslim scholars.
For this, they especially criticized Aba Huraira from
among the companions and Imam Zuhri among the
Successors. The chain of hadith, (Malik an-Nafi' an-lbn
e Umar) “golden chain” was also seriously criticized by
Joseph Schacht and Juynboll etc. In this article, a
comparative study of the viewpoints of the Muhaddithin
and the Orientalists regarding the chain “Malik an-Nafi'
an-lIbn Umar” is presented.
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