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Abstract:

Dr Fazlur Rahman, a learned Pakistani Islamic scholar is known
for his modernist approaches towards the interpretation of Qur’an ,
Sunnah and subsequently ijtihad. This article is an insight into his
thought on the idea of conducting ljtihad and other related concepts.
He asserts the interpretation of Quran should be done holistically
while keeping in mind the contextual issues and problems. This
process of interpreting according to context is for him is the Ijtihadi
movement.For him, ljtihad is an effective exercise which
revolutionizes the society in accordance to Quranic teachings and
Sunnah. He also does not accept the notion of closing of the doors
of Ijtihad.
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Islam and Modernity, ljtihad challenges and Response, Islamic Methodology in
History ,
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The intellectual inter endeavour of jihad elements of both the moments- past
and present is technically called Ijtihad, which means the effort to understand the
meaning of a relevant text or president in the past containing a rule and to enter the

rule by extending or restricting or otherwise modifying it in a such manner that a
new situation can be subsumed under it by a situation. This definition itself implies
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that a text or president can be generalized as a principal and that can be formulated
as a new rule®
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Many exponents of Ijtihad fail to understand and appreciate that Islam is not
a weather clock which turns its with the slap of every gust of the wind of change.
Islam's mission on the contrary is to change the individual ,society and the entire
world in consonance with the immutable values and universally valid norms of
conduct enshrined in the Divine imperatives and injuncions of Quran and sunnah

that forms the constants of Islam which even the holy prophet is not entitied or
empowered to change.®
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> Fazlur Rahman, Islam and Modernity: Transformation of an Intellectual Thought (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1982), 7-8-
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There was nothing inherently wrong with these two principles themselves
provided their actual application has been reasond on shariah bases but when rulers
begin to feel free to promulgate their own laws, based on the principles of social
necessity and public interest in the absence of any reformulation or rethinking of
Islam law the results were disasters for Islamic law itself.What was required but

never achieved was a constant reformation and expansion of Islamic law that would
have preserved its integrity and efficacy ’

Z,Mu/u’/;_,eg/gnJL,Qw&%J}JMJ’Mw,Qﬁfu:f.pgw&//?/ﬁd/v'uﬁujmuinuui:,5/“

oL Lﬂw_u:ﬁ LS GTRL B0 P ST 1§ U L alesin sl s A3 fbe gf;zrmu(

At S 96 S s ol B E e o S LIS Le L S s
SFE s eSS g

I sl F U w21 U 7 9 G g Ui G aFSud e Lo sl "

e st G K L sensd ST £ e eSS0 LIG v 1. st

Sostt a3 g B Z S S v L ol PR sy e plin g

-f_f/b’uﬁ UQ_;LVL.?)u(u’?_uj"%u!/“?ygyldl})/}!;ﬂfu@/
The gate of Ijtihad never formally closed but that a gradual contraction of thinking
occurred over a period of several centuries.Through various causes and that hence
the treatment of Ijtihad in the justice literature became rather formal even at the
hands of liberal medieval thinkners.. 8
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Theoretically speaking the conditions of Ijtihad are not after all too difficult
of attainment."®
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"So as the ordinary Muslim is concerned it will be varying of qualities due to

the capacities of people but the important point to note is that every body must exert
itself."10
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1_ Islam and modernity, 5- 7.

12 _Islam and modernty,17
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But still the strictly legislative portion of the Quran is relatively quite small.
14
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The different but also similar responses of Quran to different but also similar

situation had to be bought together for a comparative study, but further it had to be
set out as to which command has earlier in time and which was later. *°

Lo =i Prol /e LT Ao fid £ S bE et (oL T 20
Ut e
L’ffﬁ/idtf"/fmugé//Lg:'m/,uKu’?‘aglgﬁf%mo/);w|£Jguf/"¢ul?.wtd/5u’1£_,>u}q$
s gl A E g E 2 U o oo U F e I LS E K e S e e
LS E R IE L S,
JU e o
Plidt e 1 eSS U g G olo Plie ip Lat sl s
JJ;u/»’/c«L‘L?uéUchiJl_‘a"L‘g{.r‘juv _{!c:if_{:7£_.«>La}'/l$_‘agﬁ/’uidm;!&w'¢g>u
(I ol ﬁ/!ﬁ;?-agt’nw Ve s sidarce dokS oo b S e AL 2
2 g LY F TSR e

Suna realy means the setting of an example which a view that it would or
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Thes these cases could be be taken as normative prothetic examples and crazy
presidents but not strictly and literally'’
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The Hadith movement which represent the new change in the religious
structure of Islam as a discipline and whose milestone as alshafi's activity in law and
legal Hadith demand by its very nature that Hadith should expend and that ever new

Hadith should continue to come into existence in new situations to face novel
problem social ,moral religious, etc. ??
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It is well now and admitted by the classical traditionists themselves that moral

maxims and edifying statement and aphorisms may be attributed to the profit

irrespective of weather this attribution is strictly historical or not .It was legal and

dogmatic Hadith l.e: that concering belief and practice which must "strictly
speaking" belong to the prophet.
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As long our society has not been reconstructed on the Islamic pattern outlined
above It would be sucidical for the economic welfare of the society and the financial

system of the country to the spirit and intentions of the Quran and sunnah to
abolished bank- interest. 2’
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