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Abstract

Realism, as a literary movement with its own theoretical
grounds and aesthetic philosophy, started in the middle of
nineteenth century at the hands of Champfleury in France, after
Honoré de Balzac paved the path for it. It was developed further
by Gustave Flaubert and spread all over the European countries
as a rival to Romanticism. Henry James and other critics
introduced it in America in 1864. It also started to be deployed in
Russian literature in sixties of the same century. Spanish writers
adopted it as a revolt against Idealism and the Literature of
Chivalry. In Norway, Henrik Ibsen used Realism in his plays. G. B.
Shaw and John Galsworthy in Great Britain and Nikolai Gogol and
Anton Chekhov in Russia promoted it by founding their writings on
Realistic grounds. Criticism also got merged in literature with
Realism in the West. Then, parallel or rival to the Western Critical
Realism, Soviet Revolution came with Socialist Realism to be
implemented in literature. As a host of factors caused the
emergence of Realism as a literary movement, a number of
motives also played their role in making it vary in its kinds from

Documentary or Descriptive Realism to Pessimistic and Critical
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Realism, and from Socialist Realism to Miraculous or Magical
Realism. It defeated Romanticism and succeeded it, then
witnessed Naturalism and other theories and surpassed them, and

is yet coping with the latest literary movements and developments.
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