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CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF BERNARD LEWIS’S APPROACH TO THE STUDY OF QUR’AN

CEMGY Sy F ke

Abstract:

Bernard Lewis is one of the most widely read orientalists of Islamic history in the
Middle East. His proposed recommendation has been widely welcomed by
Western policymakers. Lewis did not write an account of the Holy Qur'an but his
views about Quran are scattered in his various academic works. Lewis's special
focus was on the Qur'an. He raised questions about the divine status of the holy
book and the literacy of the Prophet of Islam. He argued that the sources of the
Qur’an are Jewish and Christian in origin. This article comprises a critical analysis
of Lewis’s approach to the study of the Qur’an. A critical and analytical
methodology has been adopted in the context of Bernard Lewis’s controversies
and scepticism regarding the Quran. The purpose of this study is to emphasise the
refutations created by Bernard Lewis on the prestigious book Holy Quran.

Key Words: Orientalists and Qur’an, Bernard Lewis and Qur’an, Soursec of
Qur’an, Skepticism in Qur’an. History of Qur’an
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“The Quran may be called the Muslim scripture; it cannot be called
the Muslim Bible. For Muslims it is a single book, in the most literal
sense the word of God, dictated to the Prophet by the angel Gabriel.
Most historians consider it an authentic contemporary record of the
teaching and activities of Muhammad, dating from his lifetime in a
recession compiled very shortly after his death. Unlike the Old and
New Testaments, it is not collection of texts assembled from works
written over a period of time; it is the work of single author, arising

from a single career.”®
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“Most western Scholars have accepted the Quran as historically

authentic-Some modern scholars, however, chiefly in the Soviet

Union, have argued that the text was actually composed under the

caliphs.”(3)
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“Muhammad was really the author and chief contriver of the Koran is beyond

dispute, though it is highly probable that he had no small assistance in his design

from others, as his countrymen failed not to object to him.” 1%
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“According to Sira, he was acquainted with both Jews and Christians, and the

Quran is clearly linked to the preceding Jewish and Christian scriptures. The very

. . . »(16)
ideas of monotheism and revelation.
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“The early Muslims biblical knowledge was indirectly acquired, probably from

Jewish and Christian traders and travelers.””
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“The earliest passages of the Quran show that it stands with the tradition of Judes-
Christian monotheism with its conception of God, The Creator, of resurrection and
judgment and of revelation. In late passages, the dependence on the Biblical

tradition becomes even more marked, for they contain much material from the old

and New Testament.”(ls)
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“Since the Quran does not contain a single scientific statement that is

unacceptable.” 20
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“As we have already seen in the proceeding chapter, historical errors were found in

the Bible and we have quoted several of their pinpointed by Jewish and Christian

. . »(24)
experts in exegesis.
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“The major source for the life of the Prophet is the Quran.. Modern writers who

followed it.”@®
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“The achievements of Badr are celebrated in the Quran as an expression of divine
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