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Abstract

The powerful circles of Pakistan have always had the curriculum of Islamic
seminaries on their table to discuss. In the present era it has been especially
noticed that not only the high ups of the society but even all and sundry hold an
opinion on this issue to some or more extent with a desire to design or to be
designed the same as per their aspirations, hopes and vision. The majority of such
aspirants consists of the individuals who have not any idea what the system of
these seminaries is, and they have never happened to even come across this
curriculum. While on the other side, there are individuals who give a deaf ear to
the word of any modification in this curriculum despite the fact that important
figures and authorities on religious studies have already discussed at various
points in time that the curriculum of Dars-e-Nizami is flexible enough to
accommodate the dynamics of different times and climes. As for the curriculum
of Islamic seminaries, various theories and suggestions have been presented in
different times which may be summed up as follows:

The first category is an extreme which incorporates the theories that hold this
curriculum as obsolete and outdated which was designed keeping in view the
challenges of the time its founders had to face. The challenges of modern era
demand that this curriculum be modified in view of contemporary challenges. The
second category is the other extreme of theories which hold that there is no room
for improvement. According to this camp, this curriculum is as valid today as it
was when it was designed, they forcefully resist any modification whether it is in
the realm of its skills or knowledge. The third is the camp of those aspirants who
have faith in the utility of Dars-e-Nizami curriculum provided that some currently
relevant disciplines are added to it and, at the same time, it should be purged of
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the those subjects whose relevance cannot be established in the present era. After
such modifications, they believe, this system would become more beneficial. The
fourth category summarizes the opinion of those who believe in a single
curriculum to be enforced in all public and private educational institutions
including Islamic seminaries. This article is meant to scholarly analyze these four
theories with their pros and cons. It has been discussed in detail and proved with
arguments which of these schools of thought hold valid and balanced opinion so
that we may conclude certain recommendations in the light of which the
curriculum of Islamic seminaries in Pakistan may be modified keeping in view the
demands of modern era.

Keywords: Islamic seminaries, contemporary challenges, Curriculum of
Religious Schools, Curriculum in perspective of Islam, Religious Curriculum in
Pakistan, Islam and modern era, Curriculum of Religious schools in modern era
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