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Methodology and Style of Molana ‘Ubaidullah

Sindhi in Principle of Qur’anic Interpretation
Waqar Ahmad® Shah Moeen ul Din Hashmi®

Abstract: Mulana Ubaidullah Sindhi was an eminent scholar of subcontinent.
He was a converted Muslim. He completed his education from Deoband and
established different institutes from which a number of scholars benefited.
Maulana Ubaidullah Sindhi was a wise scholar of the ancient tradition. He
tried to play the role of a bridge between ancient and modern. Maulana spent
a large part of his life pondering over the Holy Qur'an. Maulana gave a
modern interpretation of the Holy Qur’an in the light of ancient principles.
Through which he opened new views of the understanding of the Qur'an. In
the article under review, Maulana's method and style in Usul Tafsir has been
reviewed. An attempt will be made to clarify Maulana's thoughts by dividing
this paper into three discussions. Maulana Ubaidullah Sindhi's trust and
guidance from the principles of interpretation stated by Shah Waliullah and
few principles Molana Sindhi are described in this article these are the
discorses of Qur’anic interpretation.

Keywords: Qur’an, interpretation, Mulana Ubaidullah Sindhi, methodology,
style

Summary of the Article

Moulana ubaidullah Sindhi has spent more than fifty years of his life
contemplating in the holy Qur'an and wrote down his thought and findings.
Molana’s disciples have compiled his discourses in Arabic, Urdu and Sindhi
languages ,Molana has written down his thoughts on principals of Tafsir which
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has been compiled with the name of “ Imali-e-Tafseer”, “Hawashi-e-fauz ul
kabeer”,and “A brief introduction of shah wali ullah and his thoughts, Basically
molana Ubaidullah Sindhi is an interpreter of thoughts of shah wali ullah,
therefor he never deviates from the principles of shah wali ullah in Tafsir but
rather deduced from his principles, adapted and explained his thoughts and
added to him whereas he felt necessary though his explanation in some places is
not excepted by the other commentators of shah wali ullah’s thoughts.

Shah Wali ullah has described the concept of abrogation in the holy Qur’an and
has explained those twenty verses of holy Qur’an which was declared abrogated
by Imam Suyuti except five of them. According to Molans Ubaidullah Sindhi
leaving these five verses doesn’t mean that shah wali ullah believes in abrogation
in the Holly Qur’an but he explained the most difficult verses and left five of
them which are comparatively easy for the descendants, so Molana Ubaidullah
Sindhi explained all those verses according to the principles of shah wali ullah.
While discussing the order of text of holy Qur’an. Shah Wali ullah described in
his book “Al fauz ul kabeer” that the holy quran follows the common proverb of
Arabs in explaining the five concepts not the methodology of authors. Therefore
a misconception about him emerged that he does not believe in order and
connection of text (rabt ul Qur'an) as he did not pay his attention on it so
Molana Ubaidullah sindhi described while he was explaining the misconception
that “As per my understanding the point of view of shah wali ullah in order and
connection of text of holy Qur’an is that he believes in order of text but the five
contents which he explained in his book “Al fauz Al Kabir” are not gathered in
the text of Holly Quran such a way all verses of “Ahkam”(commandments) are
brought together and the verses of interfaith debate are brought together and
then other three contents accordingly.

Another important discussion in Quranic studies is concept of “Mutashabihat”
(The Qur’anic verses whose meaning are hidden and veiled), so Molana Sindhi
describes that shah wali ullah is one of “Rasikhein” (firm and mature in
knowledge) mentioned in the verse translated as “ Only rasikhein) can
understand the meaning of mutashabihat”.

Seerah is also a basic concept of quranic studies so according to Molana
Ubaidullah Sindhi the holy Quran is principle book while hadith and Sunnah are
inferred from it and explanatory bylaws of it which depend on Quran for its
authenticity. If a world has multiple meanings literally then Molana prefers one
which is most compatible to Sunnah and Seerah despite being odd literally. As in
the meaning of “al muzammil” and “al mudassir”. In explanation of
metaphysical verses and scientific interpretation of holy Quran he denies the
explanations contradicts with the default concepts of Islamic thoughts but he
believes that the interpretation should be in a way clarifies the doubts of modern
mind with the coherence of default concepts of Sahaba.

According to Molana’s point of view there are three concepts are most important
in general understanding of holy Quran: first, contemplation in the holy Quran,



second, properly implementation and practice of the results of this concentration
and third, Sirah of the Holy Prophet (peace be on him) should be the role model
in understanding and practicing the holy Qur’an.
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