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ABSTRACT

The Qur’an is a source of guidance and reformation, and the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) is the first annotator who has openly described its perfections, miracles and wonders. From
the era of companions till date, the conciliators, in the light of sayings of the Prophet (peace be
upon him), have been referring to the Qur’an for the solution to all sorts of problems. The
interpreters have gathered both ostensible and spiritual knowledge in exegesis so that Quranic
guidance can be sought in all matters to become a source of purity of heart and mind. The spiritual
meanings of the Qur’an are those intuitive sayings or commands which, by the grace of the
Almighty, are endowed upon the saints in the form of unveiling visions due to their prayers and
mystical exercises. These differ from the apparent or physical meaning, and acting upon them is
not mandatory. However, it is essential to follow them to experience spiritual enlightenment; this
is what Tafsir-e-Ishari is about. That has played a significant role in the spiritual development of
Muslim Ummah. This research article is an attempt to present comprehensive discourse on
Tafsir-e-Ishar1. It begins with a detailed introduction to Tafsir-e-Ishari, along with its types.
Then, some statements by renowned scholars are quoted that authenticate Tafsir-e-Ishari. In
addition, a comprehensive discussion on the legitimacy of Tafsir-e-Ishari is presented with verses
from the Qur’an, Ahadith, sayings of companions and practice of the companions in this regard.
Moreover, conditions that distinguish Tafsir-e-Ishari from the foul exegesis are also referred to
make the discourse comprehensive. In the end, various aspects of Tafsir-e-Ishari are highlighted,
and arguments on the illegitimacy of Tafsir-e-Ishari are also mentioned with their respective
answers. Finally, this thorough research concludes itself with some logical validations of the tafsir
and some samples from the Arabic exegeses. In all the eras, the exegetes and saints have written
exegeses according to the rules of Tafsir-e-Ishari. These exegeses describe the mystical
interpretation of faith, prayers and other related matters, which can provide ideal guidance in
every matter of life because Tafsir-e-Ishari is a source of guidance and tranquility of heart for all
the time period.
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