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ABSTRACT

The greatest human desire is to have excellent health and to take precautions against
diseases, and throughout history, people have worked hard to achieve success in these
areas. Every civilization had its own set of medical concepts and procedures. Muslim
doctors and surgeons inherited a huge medical knowledge from all civilizations as a result
they provided a primary research platform for rest of the world for all types medical
treatments. As a result, they created a new branch of medical knowledge that laid the
foundation for modern civilizations. The importance of surgery was increased during the
Muslim era, and more than 60 prominent surgeons published their study, which
captivated neighbouring civilizations, particularly European civilization. The
contribution of Muslim medical experts in the field of anesthesia is significant and dates
back to ancient times but they introduced several innovations in this field. Some of the
most notable contributions included Al-Razi (865-925 AD), known as Rhazes, who wrote
extensively on the use of anesthesia in surgical procedures. He was one of the first
physicians who described the use of several medicines as a means of producing
unconsciousness for surgical procedures. In the same way, the most prominent Muslim
surgeon Al-Zahrawi (936-1013 AD) also known as Albucasis, was an Andalusian
surgeon who used inhaled anesthesia for surgical procedures in his book "Kitab al-Tasrif”.
Afterwards Ibn Sina (980-1037 AD) also known as Avicenna, was a great Muslim
physician, surgeon and philosopher who wrote extensively on medicine and surgery. He
described the use of several medicinal plants as an anesthetic agent in his book “The Canon
of Medicine”. These and other contributions by Arab scholars helped lay the foundation
for the development of modern anaesthesia and continue to influence the field today.
Keywords: Muslim Surgeons, Anesthesia, Mukhaddirat, Musakkin Munnawim,
Mirgad.
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“Arabic medicine was weakest in surgery, strongest in medicaments and therapy.”!
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“Anesthesia by inhalation was practiced in some surgical operations; hashish and other
drugs were used to induce deep sleep.”
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